
THE KENNEDY ASSASSINATION 

Th^ inainmttitig ichhifiers tirtf htrt*j<snnJ. Th**hfwt u’mtmf. i^htU fnujmt^nts. fltain Utiftutr. 
Stmtkv on Iho f/rajtug knoO! Ttw 'single hnttft' Ommisston Ki’ltihil .7.9.*). FtmtUuH .1 
'Strom/ Ostroli/'/ /nprm/er frome (HJ/ frnmrs o set:tmH. T/te Mitnniir/tfr^Ctmvno 
rifle. The irhisprrs ontg on o gniet hU/sit/e in Arlimj/oM. 'Mog his son/ ant/ 

tfte .<ou/s of nil /he fnUhfnl i/ejMtr/tn/ j /trough /he merrg of (iot/,re.H in fteore. .\tHen.' 



W : t liin .16 hi^uriol ih«ir as 3 «i<HtnalK«Uf( f*nr^- 
(l«jt J< 4 in F. Kennedy and the murder o( 
Pjirvjlman J. D. Tippit, Dallas Dii^tnct 
Atti)rtt«y Henr>‘ Wade v/su vit»s 6 t!d that the 
case uipiinst Lee Harvey OiwaM imhi.- 
putabie. Oa the lixth flror <HI ibr Tcauis Scbi»di 
B*)ok Depchatocy whm; C>^wali! worked, pittice 
had f^Htud thrrt vpiiU curtndKe* near the 
southeast wtttdow, tdentifud a# the 
perch. Wedded between ?K>xei^ tvn the wime 
tkior, they ih^wered u 6 . 5 >caliber Xtinolicher- 



Carcaho rifJe with a fuur-pfwer «cupt^. <>b- 
UoujJy jh>. Wf.iprm .Vn all nu!Ixl 

lardi by rTiTronria iTatO The title Ixarintf 
KaioJ ouniher C27u> frotn n dUtributur in New 
Vork w a <iportmt;HhAoda nuiForder hoa^e in 
Chtctisu. where irairdii sb*.twcti it had been 
^htpp^ to one **\. llkiell.** P<m Odice Box 
291 ^ r>.tlb«. A forced Sdeciive Service card 
in Ckwald's wallet bore the name **Alck Jnme& 
Ilirkll.'* Experts niatclied the handwTtitnf 
with the S21.45 imine^’ ordor u-wd to purchase 
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w. HrmxiUnI Jy^m F. Ktnm^ Xtn. K^mm,^ ^UmJp 
kmd^t^ttd -^m iktir firm 4tt tkf T**a»tnp. i^Umneyfiif (atrrlM ikm rnvrrmm^tmdi (Juxjmtif iliim'tmmn thatUr. 

Lttmkm if. Jm 4 «uvi^ I* ■ mm t 4 hr a tUm m ^n rn iom nf pmpmUmtp, 

St coder. Chief JiMk» Earl Watren and ha «« 
(b(tm<UMh«d coUrattuM tnianc to he true |*i itwir 
mandate tu iraiher ami ad^h aiJ the Imix 
they K&v narurally xlktvoKd to beRm with the 
lacu uw'immarmijf the dead Q«KaM. S>tnb^icaUy 
the CQntmiteiaR'« fir»r wtinm «ra* .Manna Oowaid 
h« fttt«an.S>«*ini tHAw. Hhu enuW not 
(efitthial aitauwt htm at bit inat and idio wm 
afrakl dar iwjukl l> *iej>neitd if fche did not trii i tw 
oanmituun what rt woniecl lu bear. 

it i^VF etXibn. thrrvmomhaaftcr ;t»pfatnned 
PMbfkat mo date aod «dy the (tunummi la/e dia- 
tancr fhitn the November eiectaau. tl» Warren 
C*^nri«i«jn dehvemJ iu KaM-pote Reputt u> iu 
artouuj eikm in the WTnO? H<nAe and to the 
A^ican i* 0 fik-. At tedkate len<th. the Report re- 
■mmsed the familiar account. Ue Ifatvcy Oswald 
had been at kmely in hia crime a» ho had been 
ihrooRhout hm rmthetk life. Hti motive frir the 
must meaningful act ol hi* life was as cnctfuKd as 
his vnueicTxttgt acum vm and onminenta and 
W«j|o«nral fnmtim. All three nvjrden in DaHas— 
the Presidem. Tipptt and. finaDy. OeriTUd- were 
witfcait rational mouve. said Uie repiwt. Oswald'f 
killer. Ruby, wa* a »Tranaer in his victim, twt not. 

II tumerl out. to the r>alla» police. The coeom*. 
won wnhed u> declare flatly that ru» contpnracy of 
any kind existed. »>at Sen. Richard B. Russell 
^^ilccd and announceil be would 1& a djttmtina 
“frjouwxe” covehnit two typewrium (antes. 

” Warren »»s determined be vras ipams to have a 
unaramww repott.** KiMaeil recall, and «» the AV- 
port t languace was tempered to say that no «vv 
dence of a cotwpir acy had l«en uncsivtsed. Otiedy 
btxaiise ihnee «hdb had ht*n fouwl. tlw cummia- 
skm conduded three shuts had bren firod from the 
l^*»k C^t**«tory, and <ine had apparently meswil. 
One ballet ciiued the President’s fatal head 
wound, whidi left the commission imiy a sinctc 
huUct with which to explain the ncven nonfatal 
wound* sufTered hy the President and Texas ckn*. 
vmtx Sdm Cucmall> . Tlie “sanle-buJfci** 
thr cltid novelty m the Report. at once tU 
mn«t CTtKol and vutnerahk hading. 

In tw-o >*ear» the Warren Rgpvn his underiitJiie 
a remarkahh* reversal of fort ones. .Many more prt> 
pie iKtiixl and aceepted the RepmH than ever r«id 
it. -Now. tluxrgh the Rtpntt it still gwenHy un- 



ihe nfWi and the appheatKm for But 2915. The l*BI 
Inhixatory. studying the ihtsSf shelU. a whtJe bul- 
Ut found «t a ttretehrx at Parkland H.wpttol ami 
iw« buffet {Tagmenu four*} m the presidential 
limtaKitk:, tied this evtdnair to 
Hhm arrested. Oswald had in his pnssfMiort a 
bniith & Womon .ahcalihrr revufwr. the wma- 
kind of pedoluord to murder Tippit. and ihts h»f 
fceeo Uaced fresn a Luv Anarfes matl-order hrm to 
•'A. J. IlideO** af B»>x JPlj Wnn. ro 

hh tuhMoTirTTrTTW 
1 j> camlet with Ttppd 

‘ >:i the sulfen t.)«wald u> break 
lence and conleie "I have sent rneti to the efecuic 
chaw with Irmcviflcm*.’’ Wada cxow«d hekirv the 
{msH ind uievision oonctaa. 
a a iloto’n nuYxnen enuW have been found who 
t^Uos ulhcixidtBn try the case pnh- 
.1^. Ifewakl might very wen have gone to ihe 
Irkctric chair. Had he been pnwecutnd for munJer- 
mg an ofdinwY diucn, the evideno} aittty«d 
ogamM him would almost certainly’ have hcoufbt 
|a verdKd of gwfty. But. m the mstam Jack Ruby 
^ted frotn lb* shadows in the iMMcmenc of pi>- 
Kcc heaitnuarren and fired a hodet mut tfewakl't 
stomach at primx blank range, in full view of mih 
hrw of startled tekvanun vaiwm. all cmamties 
were kiakru. iVo matter Iwns deioifed ami ctmuti' 
«ar.iial the official evptanatkaM. (Viwald't *tv 
idimce wmild alwayw feav* tir story 

pfete and chwdid wrth on dbnmr of drsibc 
Irmrwifral^ idur the aauinatiati. Pnsidant 
Jyoxmmt hai) ordord a special Rif mvekigation. 
bul he mm decided thfe was lasufficient in thr 
^malc of impkkin created b>' Oswald’s rmirder, 
Diaeiiae. on N'ovemher 29, b« aiipointcd an rx- 
irawdinarv' Prcs»idential Ornmiasion. one witluwt 
pricedoit in U.S. hau^irv. **u> evaluale all the 
taMTia and cuciunatancea sutruudding” the awuM^ 
sumkat. ’induding the solMButitsit vkaent difath 
of the maiuiuiracd with the BSsaadnatiDCL" John* 
mo thus asked the commiwdan both to rtmfnmi 
th« mdv pfmnhditr of ciKuptracy and at the same 
linw to reawitv a slunmd and grfer.ng uatioo. 
to r«ti er confidence m its femkts and m«itot»c«. 
The amnmma oiuld mu iaet m both dirtctans 



It s ged ibiiity has Iwen auverdy 
\fany Americans- (erhaps amajmiv. if the ( Wfe 
art any guide -reject its main condttsiuns and 
su^xvt that they have been tied to. 

Any “official*’ exphmaiion uf the urmmimtinii. 
wludi cauaed a prufriund .lationai trauma, was 
bound to dissatisfy some Americans. A PrewKm's 
murder is an event of endksi laaehation. as wit- 
nesB the omrmumg deieexh e work into Lmcotn's 
deadi after more than a century. But the Warren 
fading crohhiltty has ctonoded with the 
wifUy rising popolanty «>f a bond of dfsiiemcrw 
Thr« years ago .mly the cermne left-wing ATe- 
ttomut Gm/riiiuH would pnm Mark Lane's “brier' 
in Oswald’s behalf. Now he- much expandol and 
ifcnaely foocm*nd pfea. Riui to Judtoumi. <«joys 
a prestige tmfinni and stomk at the Pop of the 
ndnfictimi best-aelfer lista. just as the Wofren Re- 

pott once did. * * 

cljjyQgrd; the gJlQ 






i art »n tJu extsonatjon fix the pupulamy of the 
critics Iks m ibeu pnxnNe of tell^ yoo wane- 
thing yto don’t know -sriine diing sinister— Md in 
thdr wilitnifneis to imest tlw *"otme of the cen- 
tury with the dramatic v.ihiC!B of uncertainty 
and Kzspense that the Wanna Rfpmrt mi omspiC' 

ucjudy lacks. The cntical booka. in most tastamxa. 

an neadthle. whereas getimg Uiraugh the Report 
it a dvic chore. As defenders of the comnu'oiion 
tmpaf irmly insist. t iuL critic- baiettim.,* .m fit. 

UTi cn’iil^rLLlTM.t tlw- v . L i ,tiL . 

TwVToiouuwancf iniWKTotJt* of the highly praned 
Report, the oomnnKioa brought out 26 fairUed 
volumes contoimng mure tlum IT.OOQ pages of tea- 
tummy and acbibtts iCovenanent Pruning Ofifee; 
$76 the wu, Since then, u has been puisi^ to 
rwurun* must bur not all of I hr evidence sitppiw- 
edUy supporting the Repaeft coaclamtisa. 

By (kjing pat that, the crit ca have made -oi un- 
easily swam of the oamnuan-m’s highly defective 
attiturle toward tesfouony, favremg witncan 
(wmai very tlubkius) who omfirmcil OiwiWs 
fUtlU rejecting those who umc:ed u> jeopardize tbs 
Case being built. The same iras true of the. ap- 
pronch to evatence; Ton often, it drew forced coo- 
dtmom that did not (oQow naturnJIy frcmi the 
kmisTi facta What a «aff lawyer describes as ‘'by 
for the iniMC cureprehenave criminai inv-rstiga- 
tion ever cxmducted m the wtrld'’ was actually a 
deep but mifTwr attempt losiiengthenihe already 
foeie ra»- K^inst the dead sus- 
pect. rik- hfpu*I :ciU oa u«. much about tnohtde. 
When the t KwuI.J* lived on Ikmhidomew Street 
in \>w Orleans, we know they h«J a nka lack- 
yard and kctit a dog named ’"Sunihio*.’* But the 
published uvtifencc mnd the cubic feet of com- 
mmaim ilooimcnts stuivd in the .Naticioal Ar- 
chive*/ dmw not indtide the results of the FBI's 
spectregraphte analysis of the bullcc found at 
Parkland Huspital -the bulfet so ewential to the 
finding of Oswald’s solitary guilt. 

Only ormvenience justifi^ lumping togethrr tlw 
dmicniing individuals under tivi label •‘litecfitica,'* 
for sharp desagreement and even sharper j^iusy 
■re nit among them- rLsne hm tasted honey." 
<o>a another GriUe w ho has no:. > Although all fol- 
low the general drategy of gorng behimf the Ae- 
poet to reintarptvt (he underlying evidence, each 
of the leadmg critics gives spec ml wdght to a jaw- 
ucular argument or thtewy*. Lane, fur exampUs, 
marshal* ev^cry soap of eviiknce suggesting the 
presence of an amassm un the grasoy knoll feciming 
ahead of Kennedy’s car on Ebn Street: a woman 
who eaiTwr that ‘la^’ saw a mar carrying what ap- 
jeared to be a gun case up tl.e slope; a raHrreul 
ttxwcnrtan wfio raw “a Aah if light" from the 
bushes » the shots rang out; another witness nn 
the triple andetijosa wtm saw **a puff of snioka" 
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( 'rides- ant in rest the crime trith mnnn it rn made, rataes, hut readimj the Report is a rivie chore. 
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cutiuut *N»ve tl» trw»; adepufv •Jicriff wboractti 
«n the tafl. rwvujver Unrm afid halted an 
Ufied mm who thawed Secret Semee credential* 
when, acamlins u* the .Secret Service. aH asemben 
cd tha t)oUiM deoil made the <taah U» the btwprtal 
with thr dyuiit Preairimi- 
Rdward Ja> Epdetn. a ai^ye«*«M Harv-ard 
((mdtstte cDalent whoae master'* thesia heramr 
the beat-sdlim inqatat. provided !hcftt«** inaide*' 
cinrT the wnrkioci pf the commiawtei a^ 
liiercby gave Dfceptio a respecubk pcf oa which 
to Itaofi tlieir douMa. Epstein d»ett« on the basic 
(tiMcrepancwa IjeiwtM the FBI and olfidal ac- 
anmu ol tfcr l*re*iikni*» auiop»>'. •uar«mf be- 
tween the lio*« of his muted ocadrsne proae tlie 
tMubdity ol whutesak Iratid and petimy. 

B) fill the tnnec nutspuhen latipooent ol an 
k HarOtl WeisbBrK. auUae 
.nrUli hTWrwa** and WkHtwmsk if 

An mvi4unu8ily reiited |»OMltr)Tnan in Hj^itta- 
inwTx. Md. (hedainsi bw-flyidf 
copier* ihjt bon 'lOt bl bu*ne«v, Wetaherg U an 
ind«faitfid4e dig&*^r m the Archh e*. Ha spe cial t> * 
IS date anjih>:» of phoovapha: ewaknee. smtH* 
of wha:h Bar itnrttifatnr* imaccounuhly cmived 
.< Lf^t' sre^^L^r 

K^a.'nrtr 









rdixttMTti."* ny* Wersbcrgi. IJsmg tha famous 
heoJ^ pictia* tfi the PnaikJciu's ear taken by 
AP pholocrapftcr Jaoiea Altgtaw. which ai^wara 
only in cropited %-crsidos m the eomraiaskar s et- 
hibtiB, and enmbfa^ *x with tuher pkiuf« o( the 
acsanicatitin Wrisherg ennehadea K enn e d y wto 
hit earlier than the FBI and Secrtl Serricr onab- 
H rtied- at ■ prant where the fiuliage oi a largo nak 
tree bkxked the line nf witht froro the mth-floi>r 
window Thcreinre. he myv the awasam couldn't 
hai'O been Oswald. 

A ypum: Ph2adclptua lawyer . Vincent Satandrra. 
has UMCil hk vaatkaH to moke on-site »tudie)i of 
ptMibk btilVrt trairetjuriea from variou? 
l>uL‘:v Plasa. where Mam. Haumpo and Elm 
ureeta emvenm Puttng the a*«>a«sinaunn a by- 
suinder on W c inuth side of Mam Street. James 
Tague- was cut on the check by a ricnehei (tren a 
buikt^ which left a cloarty vsaWc mark on the 
aah. A {siliannan reported the rtnka, a photog- 
rapher neat day took a picture of the mark- and 
(he matter resl^ kw miw mooihv. Uelatsdlx. (he 
ruriwtoM was takim (o die FBI tiihoratory. where 
technicians daem'ensd metal snear* that "were 
fpsttmgrapbicallv clrterntmed u> lie iisienually 



lead with a trace of antimony." The lead core of a 
hiUlei awikl have caueed the mark, but the ab- 
«cnce of cop^. the oanro i wi o n ledarrd. ruksl 
oat tl» |»o««bdii> of the mark heuig made by "an 
unmuulated mSttary hiU-jacketed tjuUcl." aa 
was fired from Oswidirs riUe. Wherii. then, did tire 
*triy bullet CU0W fromTSaiandnalltinkshe knowv. 
At the Aichi\ew he placed two ilidc pcoiectcre 
tide by ride, supsimpoied pictorn of the Presi- 
dent rccei^■inff hta head wound, an>J traced^a pro- 
vocative ouUixw •hawinc shrAkting Kennedy *• head 
snappmg koohronf ui»d to the Ufl— a movement 
that seoms mcrsnittcnt with a sho* fiml from the 
Book Depwiory. behind the Pri»<fcat's car. but 
would be fully craemtmt with a ihoi (rcan the 
gnswy knot] alttad of the rmaoravle. 

I Sauvage. veteran American cucrespondent 
of the distiwpiisheii Paria newspuier L* Fitvro 
and author uf The OmaU .llfiur. n.iVcts the Uttai 
dwpiicam of E«opes»»» toward -.he Rep>»t. He 
s{ic^s tntwi u< Ilia time detailing, with n^usl 
scorn, the lapses. orntradictiorA and m«ne 
bhmdere of the Dallas police, cndlm: b» qoeatxm* 
with an"anms«T'*:Oswalfl was framed by theactual 
swnwsina. whom Iw thachbes as rhiht-wmg rae«ta. 





Withont s^urrcHilerinfi to fWoffhsy/, th^rr still room for mum* douh! ohoni I hr rs^srulial fimlimj. 




r««tr vkit0 im tiulinm 

• Jt4 rvjkfVMrnf/iHr ^Ar WA ruMiitf rMI Ittiatr nvAl 
thfftiAr. he 0ti4 ^ in hi*4 tvtr>t htM thruk 

mmU W he %nmid Aaar heem fktte nenfaL 



Rtchwti H Popiun. a phiioiDptiv teacbcr at riw 
t'nh of CoUfornu at LHofu atxl mitbor 
of Thf Saand OmuU, bJtt coe»truci<d an tmd> 
bsctuoUy stimulatmit thaory i4 howracomt'intcv to 
tranic Otwold mitfa have wurknl. usinc a ‘'(kja» 
Mr” tn ihoi) duaa m tiMt LXiIlaa anra m the wrriu 
before tli* a»aMinaUun Me pirn tmicfa of no > 
thcoroinii (u the ctorv of Mia ^'Wta 0(1 m>. which 
the conunMaitM k'fi han<tnx. Mn. Orito, a Cuban 
(tfhiicoc trvinft in DalhM at the t«na. te4iftof that 
a man mirnducMl m ** Leon 0«»al«J'* had at>|«nueil 
at U-r arwrtment ikve tn the <Mnttnn>' i>t taMi 
Cubonaiatc m 'September. IfWli, 'Htit man. whom 
i4te iikmihfd » LXwald. was docnbcd to her os 
a furroer .Marine and a crack *bot. One oflm coro- 
pamotM told Mrs <Jdai on the teiepivune the nrii 
dav. " Yiai know, our idea s to introduce him to 
thr undeteround in Cuha, because lie s Kteat. he 
m kind of mtt^ . . .Me told us* we don't |uiv« am- 
Kuta, you Cubans, lucause freddrtu Kennedy 
should iiave been ouaMiruiU'd after the Hay f4 
Pit;s. and aunteCuhBOs<ihould have dune that. 

Tlie cobonaakn found tltat Osaokl. at the time 
of the Odtu inddetit. was fravelmc b>’ bus h«an 
New t>krans to MextCu. Who we nr the tnen wfai I 
voitid Mrs Odin in tiatlas? Dai the cnmmifaono 
teally care? Tticse are no certain answer* even 
today Whde the FBI «»« UtU invest ijcatinc. tW 
W arren Uepurt wmt to prest 
The cniica rai-wr a Krcat many trivial questions 
and sntpe troublfcaNne ones, particilarly Uawe re> 
latmtc (u thr Kennoiv brad-snap the Tatpia hit. 
and tlie poMibUity of mismierpteted phot<icraphjc 
evidence. Mcnruvri they ate almost, batten of 
pUimblr amwcTS when asked what fkrjr think 
happened in Oealey Ilura on that November 
aftenuioa tlmee ytars aco. Except he Epstein, 
who believes Oswald (uilty. all *4 them «rm^ 
i at H »ra2vtJcdjjgtedt^jkQ^ 

n!^?!5«rTtfffSrMnhe 

TTnnanUi!!* — that a muriJrrous conspiracy oi 
Dalb* was subwiqusotly covered up hj* an offictai 
nJtn^HTXcy in Waslnnftoa- is bliint^ by that 
nipcAma alp of docummu produced by the onn- 
nv^ion. Not only dors tlie hulk uf that data puim 
U» Oswald's eutlL. but comptrauin who bad wane- 
thin^ moQKtioua to hide would have left bdiind 
.Utt evidence of bun«(lin« and otfidal cnniuckin. 
And yet the foilurt of the availahie alternatives 
doe* not rrmave the major shorfcoaimca of the 



Kep^t. W'ltlaHil surrenderuut to iontasy, there » 
stiU trxMn for leaMinabte doubt about thu com- 
mtMKm'srsfienttal hndifls • that Lee Osw ald oJone 
munieitd the I'rcskfent. 

The doubt arnro. to beipn with, from a strip of 
8>mm. amatetn movie film taken hum a vamaitr 
poult on the itroMy knott by Abrolum Zaprudrr. a 
r>anas dress mam^iurcr. The Zatautitr him was 
the most unp^wtant snndv pwee of evidence in the 
inveatii^auun. Teau in the FBI laboratory deter- 
mmed that Zapnalei's Bell Sc Mowelt ZoomatK 
camera had hnm opvttthMt at an awracfe stvnl of 
lS.h hamo a sectmcL Frame-b>'- frame anal>'«a of 
the Zapruder film provided a rrasunably pttcise 
rstimate of the eia|«cd time between the sfutt that 
hit the bock of the Prcsalenrs neck and the shot 
that shattered hw skull. Itxed by the Rrpufr at 
iJi to S.ti Mjcoods. Ttr«i* with Otwald'i rifle dis- 
ckj«L-d that fxpert marksmen could the 

boIt'actkiR carbine twice 

a lane, be it noted. w hnJi made ra» alluwancv for 
aimmc ai a mrrvtmt tar^M thn>u|dt a pnody ad- 
justed ceopr. <An FBI aaem who intervtewed 
/aiwudrr in I hctmher. llk^. accoeduut to a re- 
port in the Archives; reiirmally mformod Wash* 
ttuevv the camera hod hvtrc runmn? at “normal 
speed ... Of 24 frames a second*’— w^ich, V true, 
wouUf mran tJie assassination occurred sntbio 
)ci« than four seconds, i Oswald could flaw flatten 
od ihrev shoes in under six seconds, but. it meant 
Uut ka a mkkifime who had iiole or no tviC' 
ck:e— the Rtfkttfi attempt to ckpict him a ii^ 
pnint marksocin is unconvincing;- be liad to be 
extnmrdmarily lucky, a stunninc detairtunr from 
the pattern of on inept, ha-kieiw life. Even liankr 
to bctkve, however, is whai <hr film nrquirew tiia 
href bullet to hai'w dooe: if he ainoe wus fitinv- 

Repeatcil viewin« thr /ataudet tilm show* 
that PrtagderU Kefumdy te unmisrakably reactioK 
UJ his (kwt woumt at a point drsienatiid frame 22S. 
tJne h^y siitnificant feature of the ftlni, ho«- 
uvar. is txn*?rnur Cormall/s reactkio to his 
w«mnihu for Omnolly himsrft ixKvits he was hit try 
tlie OaMOiMn'!! ufttm/ *A.a. Bui if the Prewkknt was 
hit by Ihe first shot and tfir Bovemoc b>' the sec- 
ond, Oswald would not fiave had cnnotdi tune to 
fire the rifle twice. 

To make this dmr. «omc tktad m requurd. For 
sesTral frame* befure frame ZS& a road sum blocka 
the camera's view, su it cannot be dnenmned 
wticn tlw l*r*«(ient find brttan tu react Except lur 
an instant xi frame IM. a Iar«c tiak tree blocked 
thr view of Elm Sirtet InanthasixUi-floor window. 
/\n amasstn there wtailtl noLliave fual a clear shU 
at the Prr>ii1at| until fiathe 210. TheteJote Uie 
lirrsidcnt apfXltenUy must have been hit between 
frame* 210 and .Mkmimi 22 uccund*. or 42 
frame*. k*r the to fire a second shot. Con- 

nallv anild not have been hit until haiue 2S2 Hut 
Connally »teadla*ily maintained he wa* hit t>)' a 
^ccuid buUci St frame LIM .at least nmt framm .xml 
a half sreond later than the Pixnidcnti. Because a 
rifle bullet bister tfmn lounit. and bccauiie be 
hiaid the awmd of the finit shot, the ipiveninr 
testit'ird It was “iriCMicetvahle'* to him Umt he 
fuuld have hewn hit b>' the lira shut. “After I 
iKord tfiat dmt, I had tune tu turn to my risht 
and start tu turn (o my left hekcv 1 felt auythmf." 
Connally’s w ifr. who had been seatcxl next lo him 
m the liimnismr. com4*ote*i hoi tr*tiinnny. The 
FBI and the. Secret Sen ice. tn their report* also 
s««med to supfset Ccmally’s recutleciion. So did 
his doctors^ who said the gf/nrotn was no loncer 
in pusiiion tu receive hi* wounds after frame Z4Q 
The Fill s Suwmary of December 9. 19€3, 
which guided tlar Warren ConrniMiion'w rmnv 
inve*tu;atioii. rdareef Uw nwUorcade’S protp^cssoo 
Elm Street until **thr«e idwH* rang out. Two bul- 



let! struck President Keru>Hly. and one wounded 
(•ovemor Connally.*' The FBI never officially 
choiiiBd its mind aljout the nnvrmnr‘s bemg hit 
apanneiy. 

. I'nlma Omnally tgvaa rnktakni and tea reaction 
pi Ua* first shot delayed, whidi wras pumbk. the 
oicnmiBion confronted two altemoihew. Either 
CswoJd and his imperfecr weapon had snmehow 
p>niiavTned an ''imp«nnbhi'* feat of nqjid ttrinir. ur 
km a second riflcinan hint been firtnc ahnost m- 
muHaneoudy. Not surpruingly. the commission 
n jeeted bc4h poastbilities. instead, it fraaid that 
Ctmnally hnl been nrittoken. and that uoe (diet 
“probably'' hit both Kennedy and CommUy. 

The chief arlvucaie wuhm the oommmmn uf 
tliis«tnglivhullet possibility wa* Aiaistant Counsrl 
ArVn Specter, ti^ a 33-yev-bld former anustant 
drsuict mtnrney and im diurkuttnrncy tsPhihh 
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drlphn. ItapraMNl «Hh Uw ti«hi. iCwntiacsUy 
framrwork wftxh Uit J^a^mirkr (Um im- 
(»i«r«J on »ny en to tiU m o, aa«J tibc<aJ with the oftV 
cori »ut<in»r (tftdtnx * buHt-i liad aiiioJ from 
the ht<klra!'* kw thrmi. ^lectOT r«»ioned 
Chat. onJrt* the huilet mr»t»yknxrfy niroed to 

ftq^t w»d llrw the car. It *4rf to torike 9ome- 

thoif cr «3*nkhoily «tothm the car In tbectr. there 
ware only lat» rtunw nicks, nti jtw toaak «f tf*e 
w^ntebolil uj» near the roir •vTcwlmimir. The FBI 
oonclwJed they ams Icnm !r.uujv!hto. In the cowfae 
fd utiorrwti tt a cen too n with CtmIf. 'now Captatol 
James J Humea rht chief auioi^ fiacM. Sptc- 
ter 4nmod rtsMMtranr» about ih^ tlceomical pos- 
•ihihty of ttwr nngie bullec,jlyj^j|2i^t^*th victnm. 
arto l^i laid the groundwork for iU|K»tinc this 
was whoL to iirt. bad neewTist. 

During the t«wtimunr of Cmdr. H'omes. Com- 



Allot W Dulki confcsBwl hs coniu- 

kinn K to the path aial whrreatxMla of lh« buikt 
fouxto tm the stretther in I'arklaml Hospital. He 
wa» under the improatom tfw bullet hadcome bum 
the Prr«l«U*S sUetchcr. Specter polildy toler- 
rupted. saying. . . We shall frtdoce . . .erklonce 
that the stretcher on which th« huflet eras found 
WM the iireicher of Governtr Ccnnally ** DuSee 
then asked whether Ow bullet was ttiQ rotauftC. 
Specter repbed. ‘ • That w m ehaive subiecc 
but Doctor Humes baa sntoc views on it. and wc 
naght )u»i aa well tto mtu ibr^e now.“ 

With an enlairto frame from the Za^wuder fibn 
befbee him- Hunttsi said. ‘ I w* that Governor Con- 
nallv h aittifsg ilirTcth ^igjLjnL^of the late Presi- 
dent. and this mtoule. 

havtoc o( the late Presi* 

dent- tn fact tray<Ti.rtl tl.r <h»sf o f Girmiw Co^ 

tliviAri ■ tSilirh. 



nall> ." The mantle had struck no fjone m paswng 
through the Rrestoent's neck, he stod. and there- 
fnre lost very litile vrkcHy. 

In an cfl«in to suengthen h» theory Specter 
prevailed «n the CixnvnwsNxt to eoga«: to a series 



of tesu with OawatiTs rale iA^h.->wr fhnt .jne h'iiVt 
i he tu>;atudad4>ui>t- 

TuliorfiuIicnS 



TSJto^oSf^jS^uced aiuafly doubtful 

nesulu. Army wKwod-baOi^txisi esperts fired bul- 
kta mu> vati^ animat and nuner.tl Mbstaoccs - 
to one cawr. an aneuhetued #ait, it itended to sim- 
ulate Governor CbmuUy’s chest— and carefully 
bullet velocities. Hu«i ver. 00 bullets 
were fired through which, of 

course, was the only remtUd y trTc.^tU U«t. 

Simibrly, the authority cited lor the AV^fs 
statement that a dngle huUet "prohahh'” struck 
both men was FBI ballisrics csitert Robert A. 
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Prsztcr. who Actually tcsufinJ: ** I would oerrainly 
lav it M pnwabhr hut I dirn’t cay it probably u;> 
currrd brontie 1 don't ha\ a the evidence no which 
to Imm a MatemetU. like, that.** 

Aipim. the Mnckr'hulict theuty wan almuct bur> 
wd under the umnnnnv o| medtcal tfxperx^ who 
kxmd more (raipnenu m the vovernor't wrwt and 
thiith than were mmin« horn the bullet. Thr alh 
uni«iftam DuesiJe CurnnuMkin Exhibit U9^- 
was alinrwt mlact and unmutilated, and yet it wa» 
damied ui havw tom tkah. <raa»hrd a riband rhat- 
(crtd a vr«t nn tu cuuna thriuiidi iwti Ueliea. 
Ikmrwr plaufiilde the smale-huUrt theory, the 
tmplausihie condition ol the actual butlrt wa& uo- 
«ettlii 9 . Even Hume*, on ituth'ini; report* oC 
X ray* oi mctailx: tniKnients m tlic Kinrcnwir** 
thiKti. declared. “ 1 can t crioceive ol where they 
came from Um mieBtle.** 

In adUitwi, <Iee|)tt« Spretes*^ coohdent aairr- 
tion to rhjIlM about where the bullet wa* found, 
teuinnwy from Parkland llcwpital exnploya:* 
faikd to (tevekip evidcreDe cltcmatc that the bullet 
found there liaii c«me Irmn C<*nnallv'* ttretclier. 

e n!hr7 | | 'l ■? r .il r eai i ifn! ^ , 

the imslc-tmllci ihe*jr> c!unc t» Ule ^ 

The arcuuts witlun the ctmunaaiun over i 
liinide-buCet tlirury oonuntied until tlir Rfpon « 
u) >T» tiiuil ilraftc. Sen. KtiMell. John Slirmid 
C«iopc> and Cc«i;pt?uman Hak. tcmairmJ 

unptYuiatircL and were at mo«t ^r)Ilmlc to call [ 
evicVnce Oulln. J*jhn J. McOoy. j 

Conarewmaii R. Koed brlirved llw* th^ 

Qgwrd jrwwt tr^.n .Mr 

r- - - iWa-iti ■ 
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llie vww« of the Chad Juaik 
^itLUiiwii Sfiictct. hloeman Rcdhth ataJ I 
nvrtnberii ol the oommuitfin utaft urwicc»»«uJ!y 
0p(>4nl Uk attempt to straddle this cfticial 
4|ueaitia Tlity resiued twily t**» »rfl Iwmtjloeer 
t« tlio rnden» and (he dilemma it That 

U W3H. iudred ewKiitial for the commiaiwwi » had 
that a »tnxW tiuUct liad struck IxKh if 

the »inidk-MOM»m cvocluuon wtw to nftvinc- 
ioft Finally McCloy cutufCMctI u aeiiiwoliMr 
“very perii^ive*'- and lh«» fundatrumtaliiiilcr* 
lUce of riptnton wx» furaed up in the ftnal Ufmmit 
of th»* AVjtovf ; 

.Ahhoutch yi I* ma ncirsary to mi 
of the Coi^tfiiMo id drirrmtosTjuu whKhtjyic ha 
GuWmor Cowiaffy. tltm ic wtry persuwUfI PySHcniir 
hoot the espetts u> iodfl.aic lliat the on« hiiilEl which 
fwnrd the Pte u d mi 's ttucoi onwid (<ovtnM 
C «ntiU> 'r witonds. Ili«wnrrr, Guv'cmur CVmmlty'* tew- 
Lar.iaiv and cnlam otbrr lacnan ^avr idvm raw to wane 
diit(f«tice ui Mputiiat m in thu prubdiiltC)i . . 

'Hie shaky evidtw* Uneath the commiMiiop** 
tindinip) ftm> dreper ilian the hedeed and flatly 
contradictory mpcH teettmony on the wnitle- 
hulkt theory. The very (oundauun oi the com* 
momrio's acooum i* built on disputed around - 
tlie autcpiiy perfoemod on the PrwKImt. the actual 
numter and locMiiin •>( ha wounds. 

Althouiih the Re/>wrrcbumii*'ouliRtitattuns have 
been placed on tlie Commiesirm** tnetuay.*’ tlie 
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IJh'V »1»1 i»r»t K-r roe 
ray* .^iunirrT?crinii<Tj^^ ht-hre ihr auiot>>y 
performed on the bir t*rcudcnt on the nucht oif 
’ the aiiciismataei. 

it is now known that Attorney- General Rubert 
F Kennedy hrmly drew a Hne of {irupnriy le*- 
J tween the mvestimtiws and this vital evuimcK. 
r The Kennaiy familyjygl^h^ontrullrd the hichty 
wuiiitive autopsy rrutcruTrijut the atmmisRkin 
wronaly Ifecluifd to tmiiit on exaniinuia tt. 1! the 
o«nmi«icio had made a timely and dcKTcrt ex* 



-*1/ this tote ilale 
the Preshlent’Hhodff remahts 
the object of' 
obscene speciilathoi 
and the count rt/ suffers 
from needless 
coutrorersif. 



aminatiun. tt could have mtahlishrd heyund a 
dcubt the prrcaie lucalwin of the Prest* 
drni^^lj^ wound. Instead, at this «candakHts(y 
r dale, die prcskknt'* bidy temains theoli^ 

onri the country suefen 
fenipu vt ootifrovwsy. \s matter* stand, 
no smek dement of the ummi««)On'* veninrt of 
Uie 4!«i«ioaiion t« more iNispcct Uuti the official 
account of the PrcsHleitt's autopsy. 

Jacqueline Kennedy, tlicsiah vnihiy in chock, 
was nuMihelesfc determtoed rwK. to l^vr Dallas 
withuut brr husband's b^dy. Nor would PresiiJenf 
Jiulimsst rcium to Washinatoo without her. Om* 
srqtamtly. m ordrr to spare the widrm the orrkssl 
of cri'crd hours' tfebty. and to fuiitll the new 
I'rifSidem'swrhK preddrntial akbaarid Smvt^r* 
vice men tirmilfy irtsed the b»4l> (raw local 
ciala at Parkland Hospital, who wrr^ ik^andhi# 
tiuu. an autopsy be performed in accontanor %-uU 
Texas law. If the law had bmi observed, there 
rmghi. Itavr been Miconlmveniy . and the BdhciiU 
dectnes. thr Rll and the Secret Service would have 
rscaficd the heavy itstMio»liiIity they now bear. 
Sadly and miokally. the rrpi^ 'd aur».iisy 
performed on t!ie munitxed. Oswald m DalbM s u 
rooilei of clarity and precAtnn abwnpiNfo the 
dot>pr. ambuptous owl moompieie record of the 
aurr^vy fVesMlent Kimnoly received. 

Infiemed of the nreesuty of a pt*UBortcm 
examinatKin dutintc the grim twifnewenl thaht cd 
.lb Few rhir. Mrv Kennedy chuse the Natxsial 
Naval Medical Cmier, m OcthcMli. Md.. brruu^c 
her hudautfl had been a Navy man. ITbe Attorney 
(knrtal met her at ,\ndicw« /\ir Force Base, and 
lotcfiicr they entered thi* nor of the ambulance 
catryhiK the pitWent'^ Nxfy, t»n arrival at die 
.Medical Center, they lelt the amlmlana’ at the 
main entrance and went lo wait with xalee. Cabt* 
net memUrs and Si>cfet Smice. mni in « suite on 
the t7th Ilivs The utduM contatnina the Presi- 
ilent's body was carried throuitlt a rear entrance of 
ibc Oethesda hospital imo an rxamininii rivan. 
Two FEl asetua, jamiis W. Sibert and Frands X. 
O’Neill Jr., inmucted **tostay with tlie Isdy and 
to obtain buUeis reixviedly in the PTevident's 
Uxiy.** noted as d« body was unwrapped that 

**a tracheotomy liad been (lerformod,** a sianiTi* 
cant obMa’vatioa oi the liahlof later deveknanent-i. 

Before tlie autopsy, a mctiicaJ teduuaan and a 
lithiujantliirr rook X rat's and (ihoioeraiifs of the 
Pp-Hstem's eniiic bod)*, which, as StUrt and 
D’.N'eil! ocired. *‘wtwe turned o^ver to Mr. Roy Kd- 
Wman of the Secret Service '* The U X ray* were 
devdofied by the huspital. but the photecraphs - 
2Z fo«ir*b>‘*hve color tTanstwenew*. IH four by- 
hvw black-and-white nrcauvcs and < t e ril of 120 
film enntautinc hve ctp<Mure»->wcre ..^dn'ena] tu 
the Secret Service unilevekiped KeUerman told 
the acent* these {nctures **could be maile available 
lo the FBI upon reqiKSt,” an offer rejieated by 



the Secret Service Uwtw dayw btei. when the 
material wa* ciattody of 

■ "ie Ituteciivi '' 



Robert Bouckoi lae ittjtecuvr Resrsrch Sectko. 

The autopsy was perf wmed by Cmdr. Hume*, 
the haspnaTschief poihuloipst. amistefl by Cmdr. 
J. Thornton Boswdi, of the Ucthewla staff, arid Lt. 
Col. Piene A. Ftnck. chief of the wound-ballistic* 
branch Ilf the .Armed Forres Intttute of Pathobicv. 
'The ftna indsion wa* nude at 8.TS P.U.. and the 
autopsy pnxmkd Cor almost three hour*. **Dor- 
inf the latter nages of ibis amopsi'.** acoordinic to 
Sibett and U'N’etS. “Or. Humes lucatod an open* 
ing which appeared to hr a hufict hnie. whkh was 
below the ihoukJers and two inchc* to the nfiht of 
the mkkfie fine of the spinal column. This opettmt 
wa* probed by Dr. Humea with the fBucer. at 
which time tt wa* determined that the trajectory 
of the masilc entrrina at thw point bad entovd at 
a dowomml jiositicsi of Cwty-five to shay deereew 
Further ptubinf determtned that the distance 
traveled by this mMule » a* a <ihurT distance, iruw* 
much a» the etxl <if the oiwninf could bo fell wHh 
thefuiocr Inasmuch as r<o comilrfeie haUet of anv 
sue could be kcared in the beam area, and like- 
wise mi bullet could be kcaud in thr bock or any 
other area of the body asi JiHnrmmcd l»y total bndy 
X ray* and mspeciinn revenlinr (here was no 
point of txit, the tndtridoala nrrfiirTrina the au* 
top^ were at a k«s (u etplam wliy they enuM 
find no Ixillrts.** 

Wth uncertainty |irev.uItfU|. fine uf the agotts 
Irtt the ruc«m and tdephooed thr FBI bdmratory. 
which btf Ktrvd him tlUH the Secret Service had 
(mr^ iHTT a wtaiie bullH tound on a Mretchcr. 
i*mibty the ‘Prewdent’* in IStkland H-xpitnl. 
Thh tuhwinatioo wa. iriien to I>r Humev. w bn. 
ttccucUma to thfc aoimti. “adineed that in hr* 
optmon that accounted fir no tidlet bring kcated 
which had entered the bsek ration and that once 
external catdiac mansacc hmi been performed 01 
ParkLuvd Host nut it w«i» entirely puwsbk that 
through vuch movomcot the butlef. had wiekod its 
way back out of the point of entry and had fidten 
on. the xireteber." 

Beyond the otiminn ottrihuud -without ijuahi't- 
caiiiin to Dr Hunws. it » noteworthy that he 
appearetl well mformrditin the nuerffmcy rarasures 
Uted at Parkbnd: Tlie tracheotomy io c isi nn w» 
I'tsubfe when thr bndy *a* unwrapted. axvS the 
ikctur I 

exicruaT caiiJuH Iwd h»vn fArwrmvd A 

S*WTi?t Srnxe man bcoucht a pwor of dcuU into 
the autopsy niom. Under X ray if showed minute 
metal particle* and chippinf, indicatme tilts had 
bixrn the puoit of exit for the ballet which entered 
thr FVesiiknt** skulL TIw FBI account comimws! 
*Dn the basts cf the latter two dcvelopmente. 
r»r. Humes stated the pattern was clear" again 
mKe the utin:)uiviical lanouag* of the repter-*- 
"ihat the one bulkl had enfeml the Fremdrnt** 
back ahtl had wiekrd iu way out uf the Itody 
durma extemaJ cardiac nuoage. aoi that a «eoc<nd 
hu{h-vxlodfy buUcf bad emeted the rrxr of tlie 
skull oru! had fnigmemued pnur co exit thtouidt 
the lofi of the skulL*' 

Thri-s Secret Sm*ice agenti- Kdlennan. Wil- 
liam Greer and William O'Leary— nbserv’cd the 
wUifHv. Krtli-rman and Cnacr bad not left the 
Prevklt-Di's side m life and in death throt^huui 
the lone day. KrUrrmm Luer neealled wsnna a 
wound “rhr use of a rm«er“ just below ihe 
tatge mmcle between the Preaident'f right shoul- 
der and neck. He tcstifki: about a brief om\‘«rs»* 
riem w;th one of the tkctnn; **. . . a Cofeaid 
Ftnck . . we were staiidmi rii^t afiwicviffe of 
turn, he i* probinc Uwido the shuulder with hm 
h&tnmicnt. and 1 snd. ‘CtiiocieL w here did it go?* 
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lie cud« Then ve no liu»s (or an <)utkt of ihia 
entry to tha min‘& thoukkr.’ ... 1 >uiiJ. 'Coioncl, 
wuukl tc have Intn poonbte that whik hr wan cm 
the «tmd»r in Dsiha lim it wieiuxl hsrf/ out?* 
/\oJ be mid. Yoi’'* 

When the autopey wm cumpteUd. Kenermen 
called Secret SenSce a«cni abuon J lItU for a 
Anal new of the PmUtat* buly. HUI loti/ied 
that he «w "an upenina m the hack, about ur 
mdws bdow the fUKAhne to the njthi-hand «d* of 
titt ^^inai c<»ltinio ** tThr KBl lalwttry. aubw- 
qtwntiy ittspecttttti the fmtdeiira jacket and shirt. 
pUo^ the bullet holes "approximately Mix inches 
Itokm- the top of the collar and iwx> inches to the 
nfht of the mahlle scam, . . .*") When askaJ why 
hi had mmnwncd HUI. ReDemcm explained. 
“Mom wu uw e a ” 

\H the extra wii n ea s es , when the Rrp«ft wa* 
tinaUy puhlrshed, would wtiply tesiunfloy about a 
smund k* the coaitmi st on had no bulhst. (n 

ocher words, the QlficW mttwoci i ndka t ad a bullet 
hMl entered the hose ol the neck, exitiiut 

at Uw tltraai. acti it could nut aocnoot kx a bullet 
vuutsd lower down the back, ft is no wander that 
a sfeird cunfUct artate over whm had been seen tn 
the examinina rtvian ac DethcHia. It ts e\en nure 
cudous dut the coosniauun del nut call sonx; *U 
the doem or nawr jnwans who wen* present. u»- 
dudiac a lew whh tpedal jwotessionsi eo«nw- 
tmaiT tht. |»rtxirJeni*s jerwetal pbysidsn. thr 
Smeeon iWawral of the N’avy. the cunimandinc 
odkrr «f the kfnlicsi Certter. the eoimnsndinc 
officer *j< ihs Snvy School, and the 

ft««trw^ia Uospit^Vt Chit ! ol SuntaT. Bui before 
SJtiert and 0*NeSl had even i»kd vheir repeat 
Mst^ .Vm-emfee :s^> the .iutot*=J' *k>rtt,irs o<jo- 
fertnd. tm SsumlaV' N«j'«'niter I3. and entinSv 
tlr litHbncsdescrUjed tn the FBI ajtcnfV 
acoouni nf the back wtsind. 

This revcnwtl of ttte IkthrwJa am*w was later 
sttnbuted to the tituatioo in Dallas. When the 
FYeudent im whrried ioiu titr tninma rwam at 
flrltland. he wpr lyoit co hta tack. Dr .Malcolm 
Perry, who icUiiiod hr hod tn atM lerliaiw Uia. 
jtiO Kunsliui srtemiU. m»trd a? giantr a small 
ihc I*r«Kknt ‘B rnront whi^ appealed to 
b* a biiCet enf rarer A«>und. Within a f«w mim 
uta he uoiHrfatrt! Ilw wuunu by niakme a 
trachrort-rmy int*is*»m it, D»e atteniKtiof 

the doctiTa afti ahurtbeil tiy the maflMiW head 
•uuid. end they vwak»d tramkany «%rr their |«i- 
Ueid until he »»* obvigudy dead. The rteudeta 
sros nrPTT ixtfTwid over .*'No one hwl ihc heart.*’ 
a doctor rrcaikd. The Parkland dict.eii Un» 
were uruiwarv of the wmiad thiU was later identi- 
fied at Betbesda. 

Early on Saturday a.*irruttK Cnulr. Humes tek^ 
phtewd Hr TVrry Hum« learned the btdfcl 
wt>uttd wlicrc tla irjchr*Ufimy had beam ;•»* 
fcaira^l. He al%o leurmd ihai thr ;■ *wnd jir^varcd 
lu be one of attrr, wluch up«;i the “rMtUvn** of tl»e 
prcriDUR mfht's auuipsi’ 
llui world pr*^ wxi ^uotiflB the PartdarKl doc- 
uc< tndtklmu r>r. P«ry. as sayinjf the l^rrsalent 
had hewn shie fnim tn Ironl- Cumbtned wiili 
ryewtinrsM atcnuntx sayxnir Use d»oM liml crime 
(rtim U»e jffSM’ knoU ot the triffie u nrierfW Hus 

■eenwxl '^rims evtiVsxe of a SHCond a«wa«in ' arid 

(inly one« f>wwultL tiaJ been Ottjcht. 

iMte? taiklnf *ritli Dr. Knry nd hisconcatue*. 
f>r«. rmck and Boswell. Dr Humes pnep«wrd a 
haodwTUten draft of the aulofwy report, one w 
whwh h* now bad to aerramt for another hulkt 
sroimd. His substaruial rthtinjt of the draft rr>- 
tVs^s tlw atmcnphereof high uncertainty m wtiicb 
. he wmie. In ifeicnbmi the critical wound m the 
briclc. he orrfmally wrote. 'The wccieal wouwl of 

TV Kremeth omity o$la»* <V UaSl« arr 

nfiw Geirtt-ff faairrial, <-»d i-j /gwm/VtfW 
(InrftMof iw OK /Wwfhswwial 0t.S ■‘r-* 



entry. . . Then he Inwartcd above the w<cd 
••entry** thr qualifying word 'prmmmwbly.'* and 
tepratixl thr nmcndknrni ihcpuipaatt thr draft. 

Mom imt»ftant. Dr. Humn decided the hulk! 
oumng from the rear liad $ta/ penetrated w 
finoer-length. but had parsed thrcRigh the Prem- 
deni * neck, exitvig bdow his Adam’s apple, at 
the pomt (d the traclieotnniy incixkm. He (bted the 
priint a esntry at the hwr «if Uw bock of the nrd:. 
okwr the pinnl of rxit. Uius tracing a downward 
eiatrse pmdstent with ■ ihut tired from the H<»>k 
Depofiilory. He cnnrwctud the woundsof entry and 
«Dt by rrfrtonee to cimtu^ons on the strap nuw* 
des hi the neck and thr exUeme upper kihr of ilw 
right lung, which, be ttstihixi were photographed. 

Thr Warren /fe/wwi is \-cry defmhe about ih» 
bullet's iMith bfUig dtscDvered darwi the auloiwy. 
Humes, howeiirr. tattifwf ; -Tho report which w 
hai-e submitted . . retaoimts our thinking within 
t^ hours of the ilenth of the President, alt fricts 
taken into oocuunt of the ficuatkm.*' How had 



Sils^. O’Neill ataJ Kdkrman misw.d the dts- 
cox'ery of the bullet’s path? .And wtiy hadn’t the 
doctors railed ii to the aitimtion cf their lay 
otwmtn? Thr oxpbmatxm may he that the path 
was rnt -aluamnwl'’ until the foUnwmg day. 
l!f hours tw more after the /erieaf auiotwy , bur not 
kxtg after thr doclors were oonfrunu-d with an- 
ottter wiQund to explam. We may neviT know he- 
can*? a first dr^ift ol the aotopty report-iU coo- 
tents ufidisclawd destroy^ 

1 low do wc knosr f* ;( Homes, hi a ‘‘oxli/katie** 
daird *4 No* ember ISHJL states: **l have tie- 
stnqed by bunting oertai.t lerliminsio draft notes 
relatiAg t<i Naval MeJtcil Seboul Auti>pc> Refxm 
Ab3-1!72 acsi have oAcuiny tran<»mtted bO 'tthe 
papers tvhtted rn this report u> bighrr authonty .** 
He later tukl the commHiaim: *Tn (ihei privacy 
rtf my own home, early in the mor.intg of NV 
visnbrr 2lih. 1 made a draft of this uiuUipay ) ns 
fust which I laici rr-rtsod. and of which this 
nrpresents the revaano. ' rtmUnue4 tm prttf 69) 
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KENNEDY ASSASSINATION 



from *S] 



Ihat draft 1 penunany bttrMii ifl 
the fiicpiace 'if my nsc/nUkwi room." 

The ccnimwinci bukd to mk I lumet 
the obviuuii qucitfioa; Why did he tdv^ 
suur acvtlfUif ? Specter, wbo dtacAiwed 
the Kt with Hurar« privalriy. vkv%. 
" fic ttnipty thuunht the paiMnn t»«r«n‘t 
iTOfxeuot. which, I have to admit, h 
hard to briieve now." Humes hitnKl/. 
who refuMd ti> be ouervicwed. repika 
to « cei.wjrti:r’« quectioa wrth ancchcr 
qtirstkia yiwr own )\id^ir«nt 

Wooid I have burned anyihinjt that 
1 (houcht Vim important^ 

Another of the fkibeada ductors. 
Boi.weU. had a cunu» tdcti of what w» 
imfiurtant in the aulopty of a F*nsi- 
rkm. On a chart damtn( a dame of a 
mao tn.x tn the Pr«dtl«at, 

Crmh. Etoweil. while m the auiofwy 
roncD, placed a dot rcprcsemma ttai 
back w'c*un^l wall below the right shoul- 
der. If is handwrium note* on the mar- 
fin of th^durt pfata the wotmd in the 
poiiiiQn ^ forth » the autruwv rcijort : 
H cmtimeterv «r 'mdien. from the 

-eight Mfotnion poxesa (the top of tlia 

:>* shoulder )mai\ and 14 ctmti- 
metm nelow the tqi of the right mav 
Uad pt»re«. tile bony ptiint behind the 
eat. \\*hai dm ay the ere; however, ia 
the oddly *mmt dot Dr. BoaweU. ntm 
reined tram the .Mavy and In private 
pnrtar tn Marybnd. recently ut- 
plained. *Th» was unlndunatc. If I 
hwl ktamn at the tunt that thin aketch 
wtwdd lirconic public recurd. I would 
hair Um rture cart-hd. It ..'i stncilv 
a worL,bttt rh«. aatnr aa r»>afb 
worioof ni u » The {diotUfinph* 
were to txvt- Kk the cgoirt rumol 
description." 

Tlw ifiiUip*v .X raya and phoov 
ffapha. it will Iw ntaJled, left Betheada 
m Kellerman'fc cuatody. and they were 
taken u> thr \V*hltr ffuiac early on the 
tnurninit^<d November 23. Thetrafter 
they vamahts. The {oiluwinf VCatch. 
whim the =htte aut4ip.y doctocY t/^i- 
liCii, the pwtiius were "not avaiiaWe**, 
mauad. ll»e dfcttjm nsed "scheniaUc 
drawmra" which placed the dkfKdffd 
wound itt the bate of the neck. .\con(d- 
ma to a hiah FBI ufficial the autopsy 
prlttrvY were soqoestetied by the xrtt 
tennrilerof Attiwney (kncTai Kennedy, 
dkectina the Srend Service not to re* 
Inee any utfomauat or maiertal per- 
taininf to the nuu^ny without hia 
i^ffTniis^ion— kavmf the pubhc recced 
incompkte. .At the iKth annual meet- 
ingof rt3 American Acailcmy of Foren 
«iic SdenctN m Match. panelisiii 
di^tcMhl the Lode of autdtwy mfnrma- 
ikm m thr Said a kvemk 

pathufoeist *'By standards found in 
inoM food medscolefal in«fvdifatii« 
facitilin; . . mtam (accntialt are mi»- 
inf.’’ Miaainf «aa any tmntinci of (ind- 
tngs prrtammf hv «everal nTgana. in- 
cluding the adrmab. If there vai any 
mtth in tlu' nunnr ttau the Picsnlem 
tuffenKl (rven Addiann'Y dawwi^. the 
autupay report kepf rt withm the ratmly. 

Ahn> ftrangtly inminc. both from 
the prmtetl record i Exhibit JlCi arwl 
file fokitrf T7t in the Arclmec. are the 
irtirVinf nores Dr. IfumeY made ihirtng 
tile aul"fKv and later thied to pretemr 
hit report. Tbe«€> notes wytc mt de> 
Yi/oyrd. liut were «ot from (k-thewla 
with the lafttciipy uf the autotwy report 
to A*lm. tirorjcr ( i. B*a klcy. the White- 



Houm; phy*K.tan; three day* after the 
anOMmatkin. The Secret Senior then 
cook custody uf the popera. Duntif hw 
tiwtimony. Humes (denuded "rartuue 
notes in binf hand mads by myiaU. in 
pert during the prrhxmtncc td the 
CYamimtiun of (he late Fte^Jent, and 
m liiaft after the eiammatiun when 1 
waa pretaumc to have a typewritten 
report made." No one will acknawlnfv« 
the cxtftence of thewe n«k»^ hiday. 

ArJea Specter had bcffcd .md pleaded 
f(S the coanirwuDn to exuntne the au/ 
ropey phoiofnipha. Specter, who as- 
wmed sole reeponstbiluy ke the chap- 
ter of the Rrtynt «ittb‘ 0 f lorih the hose 
facts of the aniftfpmarian. reisatmrcd 
thr importance Of tha ptmtadraphtc 
evidBur. parttcularly in view id fhc 
cnolhctinf cyewiine« tcYtanuny and 
the troublmt dacreiMncy Iwtwwn tha 



Hazel by 



late PtwiifcnfY inmirdute family. Fed* 
etal Uw-enfrtrvenicni trfficiala m.ny w* 
the material at <eifr; scholar* and tnifc- 
pmdrat rtiaurcherY will rcqunr family 
approval Tor at lifaet five jrara. What 
waft not clMctowd was where the pic- 
ture* hud >Hxn ;\ccurilin(t tri an 
oi th«Trra«ur>’ llqiwimi-nt, UieSfCTel 
Service dill pu turn over the autopsy 
moteriai to the family until 
^Itr^H yncr. at the tone «hcn tiu; |i!S 
nTff?* might hai-e pruve«l aiMtnously 
uvrnl. they were ttiU In Oiwminent 
hamk. and therefone within U’v piwh 
of the Wamm CVjmmwiun 

Ilftawrti titf m .i«i^|..aLa!n«!v 

JUlif tcvMiili .v,»’ctri j lnutted in an 
mtenorw flat lie *aw .i single autopsy 
phoUjgrQph under runmo eifciun 
ctaoceft. Over the weekend of .May 
123 124. IkiU. the commt9*Hm Htaised. at 
h« mMience. an elaborate reenact- 
merit of the aiMiaumtioa in Dallas 
Specter's mIc omcem waa u* ittun tup 
pjft for tha itiigir-bullct ibrory. WhOe 
in Dalhu. Sr«w .^rtvioe Inaiiector 




4 %^ 



"Wut dkxiofoOf.** 



FBI and offiual autupiv nq^ft. I ft* 
{ilea waa made to General Crainsel J. 
Lee Rankin, the tnienncdiary hetwern 
the cnn iro a a ioneni and the «iafT. wbo 
at length inibfmed SprCtrf that Um 
commaskia hMl derided nor to '‘prew"* 
fur the (dtutocmithi. At mwx very 
iumtir and ambitiuu.v could 

niA pre«s the eminent bwven on the 
ccYmnaNion too hard, liut he teentmsd 
htf. pka. and whisi he :r.-- - again re- 
fused, he wax Ttpiriedly On thr verge 
of tear* "I Mkvf tlul Robert Ken- 
nedy had thr I'uud aulhumy «vw the 
plctiirev." Stwctvr now -ajw, “and rh. 
Chief Juitioe WHY trtdy Mlidtou* ut 
thr fmnily'* ferloup." ^ 

UbI October .11 <>♦ 

X raya and pihiAKrapliM MiaHy 

tiv> late to undo the riititw 
oT itu-ii auppresMon. Thr Depoftinem 
of Justice ended the m>iien' by cIay- 
cU*MnM that the mateml had beer given 
tothe ArehtWYby the Kmnedy f.nmily. 
inalet tight cuntruk that w^iokl am 
tinue througlmui the lUeiinirf of the 
A/w' J»»‘M ft 
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hi* antumenu kn the single -bullet 
tlieory The Qilel Jumoe was ulimt. 

" [t itm ilie only time, be was qurf 
and listenni fie a hw minutes." Spec- 
ter rccalK "He dnln't say anythii^. ll I 
but 1 dunk I aiavinced him." 1 1 • 

rhtft was no eai^* fob. Thioughtatt 
liw mvcstigatvin lie led. the Chid 
Jusrite revealed himself to be a man of 
«cul)biim oNivictiiHM. ft was Warren 
who riccickd Marina Osw*ald was "a 
bras'e httle Iad>" sod treated her ac- 
ccrdingly- while number* of the staff 
tcethrd w-tth anger at her sly ei'astve* 
nesa. It «4Ui Warren who vetoed a Long 
Isn of ipirstiOR* Spectes had prepared 
for the Pnsidcot*s undo* . who rehrsed 
to allow htm to be :acsenl at her brief 
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TlKima* J. Kefley. wlw knew about 
Sprcter’s argutttenp wuhin the a>m- 
miwifin and perha(r« «en«d concealal 
doubt*, drew fum aside and pnvaidy 
ihowed him a iihotugraph. "I -«>w oor 
pknurc taken at the autopsy, which 
waa not techmcallv autiMrnticattd." 
Specter ni>w say**. "It iiliowrd ilie bark 
of a body wii h a tiulk’t hr>le. oxiparmtiy 
of entry, whotv the autupiy rvyva t «nd 
it wa*." In the ahuEnrr of the other 
pictwe* and uf the aututuy doTbirY 
tcsitiivtng uridvr uatfi, the picture Spec* 
ter MW proved tittle if anything. 

NeVerUteIn*. borrty a kwriiigtit alter 
KeUey had vhown S(«ECtvf the autopsy 
iwciure. Siwter aii.id at the swth-lloor 
wmdMw m Dallas with Uw Chief Jus- 



had 



twuae. >{x-ctrtls5rr?*nKtiif,Tiii hijicha|v 
tcf setting fonlr the basic facts of die 
asaossmatiutt N><w fie ran through the 
remactmmt and outlined once again 



quest kmtng. and who directed the dde-^* ^ D ' if’ ^ f 

lion from the reciml of her dacriplioA ^ ‘ 

of the Pre»ident’ft 'sourxk. (Her<l’c*ii- '■ 

monyomciYfeilvtwnandahaffMge*; , * 

the was tnten'iewol for hours by the n 

w-rtter die bad enemniauoaed to pre- KJ[ 

fort the aulhorcMd account of the ; 

aisaMiinatinrt.) The Chief Justice ww 
utwkrYtandably celuctant to aatume 
the task lorccri on him by the Pres*. - _ 

dent, fur he wasmocast. In a oniiiue ^ ' 

shuatiue. demanding a supple and ^ _ 

pragmatic, yet unswerving, inrih- j " ' 

«ekcr. be wa* a iuptfvof fraoitic recti' 
tude and dccnnrtn. 

The mystenew le:t unresotved inihe • ;y 

Warren /fr/Y»rt anr chiefly the reottli of 
thr failure to ask obvioua qoestiiewidur- 
ing the invesugntiun. The stngfe-builet . ^ 

ihcitfY was left in Imthu, never coin- ^ ■ 

pktHy aa‘cfitr«l or rejected, because 
tfie a<rmtu«sui dccitried tooonfrom the 
diNturbuut po»ibiliry that ibe sitting i. 

cane against ('«waltl might not be the 
4M/y exfgsnatkm. Tl tr. critics whti allogr 
a ecoiec ut> of the "true facts" by tha p. 

WarrcnCunuximioiicaoBseaufy argiM t , 

tbdi cose un tbe bovts of tfa* up/wimmer 
of ccincealraent » they cam »a» the * . - 

grtrtind of actual comptnK-y The com* 
iinwikMi. aQ too often. {xrtniUed such 
on apfKarance to oguit uimcce»uifily- 
The auu'iKv documemairon- the 
lackof it — can be uvi d tot aiieMi>picioRs 
of a itigautic coier'UfX 

The evidence againtt tkiwnid re* 
mam* AS "hard" as «l was when Ruby's 
bullet killed him. Every incce of "soft" 
evidence. fr*Nn die taift smoke to the 
iractnc of the FnsidenT* head-snap, 
tends to *u|ifvjrt the posalbiUiy of a 
sccund a«M«»ia. Why not, then, (ace 
in that direction and weigh every 
shred of evidence, old or new? Tlie 
afi])ropruile fomm (nr such an airing 
<4 disimtmg view« migitt be a special 
yani cummiiice of Cxmgress. or per- 
ha|«a "attxem* patwT' of tndefwndenr , 

invesfigatus, witli unlimited acuss to j 

iihjaal Ttonrds. to Iw a|)twmted by the i . i 

Ptesidimt without conocm over how 
tong it Ai and when it cssoed a report. 

Tlic altrrnaiivc » to remain im- 
(woumed by ll>e W.irrcn whidt 

wM an interini acaam t tnteridi!d to ineet 
an immedrate need. The enduring need ^ 

is not only frw tfre truth but iur a *r 

detcrmaution of the truth in a manner 
thjMcnramAndsiherespectofreasoriable o . f 

meri. The cruel low .Ariierica suffered on *- 

November 22, I'JSl. has been shame- - 

fully nirnttouniled ever since by the v ' -j 

titnidily o! official tact -finding siu i thiLi 2 ,, J 

the canity ^ . 

oime oatxia sots as (weeious as iu ^ ’ 

honur. 'The nalKin's hunor wiH not be ;V , .1 

entirely secure until reason addressc* - 

ibv many unanswetal quewtioos of the ^ . 

aiwa«>arutiaa □ * 
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